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I N S T R U C T O R   I N F O R M A T I O N  
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Email:  jlross@miners.utep.edu                 

Office:  LART 320-B                   

Office Hours: T, R 1:30-2:30                

  Or by appointment                

 

 

C O U R S E   D E S C R I P T I O N 
This course is an exploration of the ways in which sex and sexuality have been thought about, 

discussed, and practiced in the United States from the colonial period to the twenty-first century. 

Special attention is given to the intersections of sex and sexuality with race, gender, the law, 

politics, and popular culture in the U.S. In addition, we will spend a significant amount of time in 

class focusing on the development of skills used by historians in assigning historical 

significance, identifying instances of continuity and change, and in approaching the study of the 

past with historical empathy. The course is structured both chronologically and thematically: 

That is to say, while we move from the distant past to the present in the content of this course, 

we will focus on historical themes that tend to fit less neatly in a standard chronology.  

 

Student Success in this course relies on regular classroom attendance, 

completing reading and writing assignments on time, and active 

participation in class discussions and activities. 

 

 

C O U R S E   O B J E C T I V E S 
Upon the successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 

 1. Demonstrate basic knowledge about major themes and developments in the history of  

sexuality in the U.S. 

 2. Demonstrate through practice a basic understanding of history skills, including: 

  a. Understanding historical significance; 

  b. Distinguishing between continuity and change in history; 

  c. Approaching historical subjects with an empathetic perspective. 

 3. Appreciate the complexities of historical individuals, communities, and institutions. 

 4. Think critically and communicate effectively about complex topics. 

The instructor reserves the right to make 

changes to the course policies or course 

schedule at any point during the semester. 



 

C O U R S E   R E Q U I R E M E N T S 
Readings:  Students will complete an average of 50 to 75 pages of reading per week, as 

specified in the course schedule. Weekly readings should be completed by the first day of class 

for each week that they are assigned. 

Blackboard Readings: Some readings will be available on Blackboard, as specified in the 

course schedule. These readings will either relate to class discussions or activities, and students 

should therefore bring printed or electronic copies of these readings to class for the weeks that 

they are assigned. 

 Required Books: Students should obtain the following texts: 

 

Suspect Relations: Sex, Race, and Resistance in Colonial North Carolina by Kirsten Fischer (SR  

in the Course Schedule), ISBN: 9780801486791  

Entry Denied: Controlling Sexuality at the Border by Eithne Luibhéid (ED in the Course  

Schedule), ISBN: 9780816638048  

Lavender and Red: Liberation and Solidarity in the Gay and Lesbian Left by Emily K. Hobson  

(LR in the Course Schedule), ISBN: 9780520279063 

 

Workshops: Students will participate in either group or individual Workshops (WS in the 

Course Schedule) at least once per week in class, as specified in the course schedule. Workshops 

will correspond either to reading assignments, lectures, or to developing skills for doing history. 

Students will be graded for a total of 25 Workshops during the semester, making up 25% of the 

total grade (10 points each for a total of 250 points). 

 

Blackboard Responses: Students will occasionally submit written responses (BbR in the course 

Schedule) to specific prompts on Blackboard that correspond to weekly readings, as specified in 

the course schedule. Blackboard Responses should be typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. Times New 

Roman font, with one-inch margins, and uploaded to Blackboard as a Microsoft Word document 

(.doc or .docx). 

 Students will be graded for a total of 10 Blackboard Responses during the semester, making up 

25% of the total grade (25 points each for a total of 250 points). 

 

Midterm Essay: Students will write a 4- to 6-page research paper on a topic of their choice 

related to the course themes and approved by the instructor. The essay should be based on both 

primary and secondary sources, demonstrating the student’s comprehension of the course themes 

and content, as well as their comprehension of historical significance, continuity and change, and 

historical empathy. Grading for the Midterm Essay will be based on the following components: 

Topic Proposal – 25 pts.;       Progress Report – 25 pts.;       Rough Draft – 50 pts.;  

Final Draft – 100 pts.            (total of 200 points) 



Each component of the Midterm Essay should be typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. Times New 

Roman font, with one-inch margins, proper Chicago Manual of Style citations, and turned in on 

Blackboard as a Microsoft Word document (.doc or .docx). 

 

Final Podcast: Students will work in groups of no less than 3 and no more than 4 to produce a 

10- to 12-minute podcast on a topic of their choice related to the class theme and approved by the 

instructor. The podcast should be based on both primary and secondary sources. In addition, the 

groups will provide a written transcript of the podcast. Grading for the Final Podcast will be 

based on the following components: 

Topic Proposal – 25 pts.; Progress Report – 25 pts.; Transcript Rough Draft – 50 

pts.; Final Transcript – 100 pts.; Podcast – 100 pts.    (total of 300 points) 

Each written component of the Final Podcast (Topic Proposal, Transcript Rough Draft, and Final 

Transcript) should be typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman font, with one-inch 

margins, proper Chicago Manual of Style citations, and turned in on Blackboard as a Microsoft 

Word document (.doc or .docx). The Final Podcast should be burned onto a CD-R and turned in 

to the instructor’s mailbox in the History Department Office (LART 320). 

 

Make-Up Policy: Students who miss a Workshop due to a UTEP-sponsored activity and who 

give prior notice to the instructor will be allowed a make-up. A make-up for a missed Workshop 

or Blackboard Response due to an emergency will be considered at the instructor’s discretion. 

Any other assignment turned in up to 24 hours after it is due will be deducted one letter grade. 

No assignments will be accepted more than 24 hours after it is due, no exceptions. 

 

 

C O U R S E   E X P E C T A T I O N S 
The instructor is deeply committed to student success. This means that students can expect the 

instructor to be: professional, organized, and in class on time; ready to lead each scheduled class 

period as specified in the course schedule; available during scheduled office hours; able to 

provide rubrics for each major assignment; and willing to grade fairly while giving time and 

attention to instructing students on how they can improve their grade on future assignments.  

In turn, students are expected to abide by the following policies: 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend class regularly. Attendance will NOT be taken in 

class, BUT student absences can result in missing Workshops, thereby affecting the student’s 

overall grade. 

 

Classroom Etiquette: Students are expected to be respectful of their classmates and instructor 

by: arriving to class prepared and on time; being attentive during lectures and discussions; 

participating in all Workshops and class discussions; and not disrupting class by using wireless 

or electronic devices for purposes unrelated to class. Students may use a notebook and writing 

instrument or a laptop to take notes during class lectures. Students will not be allowed to use 

their phones in class to take notes, record lectures, or take pictures of presentation slides. 

 



Email: The best way to communicate with the instructor outside of class or office hours is 

through the UTEP email address listed at the top of the syllabus. Professional email etiquette is 

expected and the instructor reserves the right to not answer emails that are deemed 

unprofessional. For more information on professional email etiquette, visit 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/694/01/. 

 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism, as defined by the UTEP Office of Student Affairs, “means using 

another’s work without giving credit. You must put others’ words in quotation marks and cite 

your source(s) and must give citations when using others’ ideas, even if those ideas are 

paraphrased in your own words.” Any suspected cases of plagiarism will be submitted to the 

UTEP Office of Student Life for investigation and possible punitive action, which can include 

suspension or dismissal. For more information, visit http://sa.utep.edu/wp-

content/blogs.dir/60/files/2012/09/Avoiding-Plagiarism.pdf. 

 

Special Accommodations: Any student in need of special accommodations should contact the 

UTEP Center for Accommodation and Support Services (CASS) by phone (747-5148), email 

(cass@utep.edu), or by visiting the CASS office in the Union East building. 

 

 

G R A D I N G 
Workshops – 250 points (25%)     Midterm (Essay) – 200 points (20%) 

Bb Responses – 250 points (25%)       Final (Podcast) – 300 points (30%) 

 

A = 1000-895 pts. B = 894-795 pts.      C = 794-695pts.     D = 694-595 pts.  F = 594-0 pts. 

 

 

A D D I T I O N A L   R E S O U R C E S 
The Chicago Manual of Style 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 

 

The UTEP History Tutoring Center 

https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/history/resources/student-resource/history-tutoring-center.html 

 

The UTEP University Writing Center 

http://uwc.utep.edu/ 

  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/694/01/
http://sa.utep.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/60/files/2012/09/Avoiding-Plagiarism.pdf
http://sa.utep.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/60/files/2012/09/Avoiding-Plagiarism.pdf
mailto:cass@utep.edu
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/history/resources/student-resource/history-tutoring-center.html
http://uwc.utep.edu/


C O U R S E   S C H E D U L E 

SECTION 1:  APPROACHES TO THE HISTORY OF SEXUALITY 

WEEK IN CLASS AT HOME 
WHAT’S 

DUE 

WEEK 1: 1/15-19 
Course Introduction / 

Reading, Writing, and 

Interpretation / WS #1 

All weekly readings should be 

completed before the first day of 

class each week. 

All assignments 

due Monday 

before midnight 

each week. 

WEEK 2: 1/22-26 
A Brief History of Sex / 

WS #2-3 

Bb – Foucault, “The Repressive 

Hypothesis” and “Right of Death and 

Power over Life” 

BbR #1 

WEEK 3: 1/29-2/2 Sex and Power / WS #4-5 
Bb – Foucault, “The Confession of 

the Flesh” 

MIDTERM 

ESSAY 

PROPOSAL 

WEEK 4: 2/5-9 
Sexuality, Race, and 

Gender / WS #6 / Library 

Day on Thursday 

Bb – Stoler, “Placing Race in the 

History of Sexuality”; Scott, 

“Introduction” and “Gender: A 

Useful Category of Historical 

Analysis” 

BbR #2 

SECTION 2: SEXUALITY AND RACE  

WEEK IN CLASS AT HOME 
WHAT’S 

DUE 

WEEK 5: 2/12-16 

Sex, Family, and 

Production / Colonial 

Masculinities and 

Femininities / WS #7-8 

SR – Introduction, Ch. 1, (pp. 1-54) 

BbR #3, 

MIDTERM 

ESSAY 

PROGRESS 

REPORT 

WEEK 6: 2/19-23 
Sex, Race, and Slavery /  

WS #9 / Library Day on 

Thursday 

SR – Ch. 2-3 (pp. 55-130) 
Bb Response 

#4 

WEEK 7: 2/26-3/2 

Redefining Sex and the 

Family through Industry 

and the Frontier /            

WS # 10-11  

SR – Ch. 4-5, Epilogue (pp. 131-194) 

MIDTERM 

ESSAY 

ROUGH 

DRAFT 

SECTION 3:  SEXUALITY AND THE LAW  

WEEK IN CLASS AT HOME 
WHAT’S 

DUE 

WEEK 8: 3/5-9 
Sexology and 

Progressivism / WS #12-13 

ED – Introduction, Ch. 1-2 (pp. ix-

54) 

Bb Response 

#5 



WEEK 9: 3/12-16 S P R I N G B R E A K —————— 

WEEK 10: 3/19-23 
Sex and Immigration / WS 

#14-15 / Library Day on 

Thursday 

ED – Ch. 3-4 (pp. 55-101) 

Bb – Shah, “Passion, Violence, and 

Asserting Honor” 

MIDTERM 

ESSAY 

WEEK 11: 3/26-30 
Sexual Psychopathy and the 

Sex Criminal / WS #16-17  

ED – Ch. 5, Conclusion, Appendix 

(pp. 103-158) 

Bb – Peña Delgado, “Border Control 

and Sexual Policing: White Slavery 

and Prostitution along the U.S.-

Mexico Borderlands, 1903-1910” 

BbR #6 

PODCAST 

PROPOSAL 

SECTION 4:  SEXUALITY AND POLITICS  

WEEK IN CLASS AT HOME 
WHAT’S 

DUE 

WEEK 12: 4/2-6 
Sex, Gender, and Family in 

the Cold War / WS #18 / 

Library Day on Thursday 

LR – Introduction, Ch. 1-2 (pp. 1-68) BbR #7 

WEEK 13: 4/9-13 

 

The Sexual Revolutions 

and Civil Rights / WS #19-

20 

 

LR – Ch. 3-4 (pp. 69-119) 

BbR #8, 

PODCAST 

PROGRESS 

REPORT 

WEEK 14: 4/16-20 

 

The Politicization of Sexual 

Cultures / WS #21 / Library 

Day on Thursday 

 

LR – Ch. 5-6, Epilogue (pp. 120-199) BbR #9 

SECTION 5:  SEXUALITY AND POPULAR DISCOURSE  

WEEK IN CLASS AT HOME 
WHAT’S 

DUE 

WEEK 15: 4/23-27 
Contemporary Topics about 

Sexuality / WS #22-23 
Bb – Primary Source Documents 

TRANSCRIPT 

ROUGH 

DRAFT 

WEEK 16: 4/30-

5/4 
Contemporary Topics about 

Sexuality / WS # 24-25 
Bb – Primary Source Documents BbR #10 

WEEK 17: 5/7-11 
F I N A L S   

W E E K 

FINAL PODCAST 

and TRANSCRIPT  

DUE 

TUESDAY 5/8 

at 4:00pm 

 


